The study ofthe microcirculation or, as the author terms it, 'microhemocirculation' has in recent years been extending rapidly in various directions, and provides a common meeting ground for anatomists, physiologists, pathologists, and clinicians. In the present volume Dr Maggio gives a brief historical account of the major discoveries of the macro-and microcirculation, followed by a short description of the chief methods employed in the examination of the living vessels in the meninges, the guinea-pig cochlea, the bone marrow of the rabbit fibula or rib, the pancreatic mesentery of the rabbit, the ocular conjunctiva of man, and in other situations.
In Chapters IV-VII an account is given of modern views on the structure and function of the smaller blood vessels under both normal and pathological conditions. This includes the evidence of electron microscopy, and incorporates recent ideas on the capillary wall and pericapillary tissues.
The author himself has devi*d a technique for studying the bullar submucosa of the middle ear in the anesthetized guinea-pig, and uses this, together with the cheek pouch of the hamster, for his own observations on the normal microcirculation, and the disturbances which follow bacterial infection of trauma. The results are depicted in a series ofexcellent photomicrographs. There is a good bibliography. This is an unusually rewarding symposium with 31 contributing authors, covering all the ordinary complications and breaking a great deal of new ground. I was particularly interested in Theodore's section on mycotic endophthalmitis after cataract surgery as it explained several clinical cases which had puzzled me. Since reading his description of Dellen marginal ulcerations following ocular surgery I have seen them for the first time in a case of glaucoma. Rizutti's long section on the management of the displaced lens is particularly worth reading. There are some novel and very practical points in the section on the optical complications of aphakia by Linksz. But it is invidious to pick out a few authors for mention among such a galaxy.
The book is written in vivid transatlantic style which gives the British reader quiet chuckles from time to time. I liked the description of the elderly ophthalmic surgeons whom 'too frequently only failing health, old age, or death retires'. The book recognizes that the responsibility of the surgeon extends beyond successful dexterity into the realm of visual rehabilitation. Formerly: 'Once the aphakic patient achieved Snellen 20/20 through a trial frame the surgical responsibility ceased and he was turned over to an optician. It was a la mode for the skilled surgeon to lose interest once the cataract was removed and with only somewhat detached resentment, to examine the final spectacles, emphasize the exquisite surgical result, and often ignore the patient's feeble complaints of confusion, diplopia, aberration, and sensory discomfort.' It is now a quarter of a century since the first edition of this monograph appeared, written by Girdlestone who was one of the pioneers in the treatment of tuberculosis of bone and joint in this country. The original text was based on the teaching of Hugh Owen Thomas, and Robert Jonesof rest, enforced, uninterrupted and prolonged, to the affected joint coupled with a sanatorium type of regime. During the intervening years there has been a dramatic decline in all forms of tuberculosis except in the underdeveloped countries, and with the introduction of effective antibiotics prolonged periods of immobilization are no longer required. A direct attack on the disease is now the rule rather than the exception that it was twenty-five years ago.
These changes in emphasis are clearly discussed in the new third edition, in which Somerville has been joined as co-author by Wilkinson, for many years a staunch advocate of radical surgery whilst insisting on the importance of constitutional treatment. Your reviewer can find little to criticize in this new edition. The risk of permanent deafness from the administration of dihydro-streptomycin should have been emphasized, and the occasional hepato-toxic effects of para-amino salicylic acid. On the other hand larger doses of isoniazid than those recommended can be safely given to most patients. The -injunction against delaying surgical intervention in tuberculosis of the spine is timely, for progressive vertebral destruction can be prevented and a sound bony fusion obtained by drainage of a perispinal abscess and removal of sequestra as was shown by Swett, Bennett, and Street even before the introduction of antibiotics. This book, written by two surgeons with enormous practical experience, can be thoroughly recommended. It gives a balanced account of new techniques, without overlooking the importance of the essential principles on which all advances in the treatment of bone and joint tuberculosis must be made.
ROLAND BARNES
The Use ofRadioactive Isotopes in Tuberculosis Research edited by J F Pasquier, L Trnka and R Urbancik pp xii+ 178 illustrated 70s Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1965 To review a scientific work of this kind impartially is often difficult enough. To do so upon finding that one of the editors, my friend the late J F Pasquier, has the book dedicated to his memory, places upon me an even greater responsibility. It is thus with sincerity that I record my admiration for this workthe proceedings of an international symposium held in Prague in May 1963.
In biological research, there is a general rule that one does not resort to methods involving radioisotopes if alternative ones are available. This book describes how, in the tuberculosis field, many problems lend themselves to tracer technique study which would be impossible or extremely tedious by other means. The scope of the book is widea good reflection on the organizers of the Czech symposium who wisely decided on a broad approach to tuberculosis research problems by these means. The editors have obtained a consistent style of presentation and a high standard of technical description.
There is a good bibliography. One wonders what useful purpose is served in publishing the general discussion. At best it makes very difficult reading and in places it is virtually unintelligible to those who did not attend the symposium.
Nevertheless, the book deserves to become a standard work for those engaged in the study of mycobacteria. It would clearly find application in many other fields of biological and medical research since many of the methods described could be applied to other micro-organisms. 1850 to 1900 was a period of relative inertia; even if there was a quorum at the meetings there was often no business. The loss of the art of copper plate writing coincided with a lack of interest and the authority of the Board declined. Two wars interrupted the years 1900 to 1950. In the first the Museum suffered no damage; in the second three-fifths of the specimens were destroyed. Since 1950 there has been a renaissance culminating in the re-opening of the Museum in May 1963, 150 years after its establishment. Tribute is paid to the benefactors who have made it possible. v This fascinating and scholarly work will give pleasure to all who appreciate the influence of the past on the welfare of the future. The appendices summarize the biographical and chronological details for easy reference.
ERIC RICHES

Spencer Wells
The Life and Work of a Victorian Surgeon by John A Shepherd pp xi+ 132 illustrated 30s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1965 Every day, in most operating theatres in Great Britain, surgeons ask the sister for 'Spencer Wells'. Yet this pioneer of abdominal surgery is commemorated only by a portrait in the Royal College of Surgeons, a bust in the Samaritan Hospital and a ward named after him at St Albans. Mr Shepherd has performed a great service for us in preparing the first biography of Sir Thomas Spencer Wells, and has provided a lively account of his life and times. Wells served as a medical officer in the Royal Navy from 1841 to 1856, and was stationed for the most part in Malta. Here, he interested himself in pathology, infectious diseases and gout as well as surgery.
